Lauder Brunton stated that the conclusions at which the Commission had arrived were the result of some six hundred experiments, which, although few in number, yet represented a much larger number, since each one was a death. He projected upon a screen photographs of the actual tracings obtained and explained in detail the mode of experiment. Thus, when a tracing was taken, e.g., of blood pressure, the record was made upon two revolving cylinders, the one a slow, the other a quick movement, which enabled the observer to record, not only the main curves, but also the details.
In this way. blood pressure tracings were demonstrated, which revealed the fact that under chloroform there was a constant fall, which, however, never reached a dangerous point unless the respiration of the animal was interfered with.
When this occurred there was at once a marked fall of blood pressure, which resulted in death unless the obstruction to breathing were removed. The experience of the Commission led them to believe that, provided this interference with respiration was guarded against, chloroform gave rise to no dangerous symptoms. The fall of blood pressure was regarded as a protection, the result of vagal action being to slow the heart, and so lessen the rate of circulation of the 
